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Open your Bibles, if you would, to the book of Acts. We are going to be turning to Act 8:4. But before we go there let’s take another look at Acts 1:8.

If you are visiting with us this morning, we have been in the book of Acts on and off for some time now as we are working our way through the whole book.

Remember Luke, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote the book of Acts as a record of the establishment and expansion of the church.

Acts opens up with Jesus giving His final instructions to His disciples before being lifted up and taken into heaven where He is now seated at the Father’s right hand where He will stay until He returns to earth to set up His thousand year reign here on earth.

Before leaving though He promised the disciples once again that He would give them the Holy Spirit to empower and equip them to carry out His mission until He returns.

We read that mission summarized here in Acts 1:8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

From Acts chapter 1 verse 8 all the way through Acts 6:7 we see the completion of the first part of this command: “will be my witnesses in Jerusalem”.

This first major section of Acts concludes with this in Acts 6:7:
“And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.”

The last time we were together we looked at Acts 6, starting in verse 8 running all the way through Acts chapter 8:3 with the stoning of Stephen.

Look over now to Act chapter 8 as we pick back up in the second half of verse 1: “And there arose on that day [that is the day Stephen was stoned to death]a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.”

Excuse me while I interrupt this message with a blatant commercial. 

On Wednesday evenings, from 7-8:15 we have a wonderful opportunity going on here at the church. And based on recent attendance I can only assume that many of you are unaware of it.

There is Lighthouse Friends which is a great program for children, pre-k through 6th grade.
 
Plunge youth group meets as well, which is for teens, 7th – 12th grade.

And right now we have two adult studies going on! Mickie McWilliams is leading one for the ladies. They will be starting a new study in a couple weeks.

And I lead a Bible discussion which is open to everyone, though right now is seem the mostly men come since the ladies are enjoying Mickie’s study.

But the point of this interruption is, we are going to be covering large portions of Acts. There is no way we can go cover every detail here on a Sunday morning. 

So by coming out on Wednesday evening you can ask questions, discuss and hopefully get some help in discovering how you can live out what God is teaching you through His word here on Sunday morning.

I just want to encourage you to come out Wednesday. I know life is full and you have lots of options, but let’s face it, unless we are grounded in God’s Word; how on earth are we ever going to have a chance to living fully as God want’s us too? 

And a half hour or so on Sunday morning isn’t enough!

Anyway, the main reason I bring this up in the first place is that last week someone in our study asked about 8:1 where it says that they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria.

The question was; why does it say they were all scattered “except the apostles”?

Think about this. Jesus invested three years calling, training, and preparing His disciples while He was here on earth. 

Acts opens up with the Holy Spirit coming on His disciples empowering them who in turn begin to teach and preform many of the same things Jesus had taught and done. 

Luke then records in Acts that in the first three years of the churches existence thousands had come to saving faith.

The disciples had been in Jerusalem teaching and discipling many of these new converts.

In Acts chapter six, with the choosing of the seven men, we see the formal establishment of the next tear of leadership in the church.

The first name on that list was Stephen. He was filled with the same Spirit that the filled the apostles. 

He performed the same miracles they had, taught the same message with similar results. And he even ended up on trial in front of the same Jewish leaders as Jesus and the apostles had stood.

There is an affirmation that the work and message that Jesus had passed on to His disciples was now also being passed on to their disciples.

And as it says in Acts 8:4 “Now those [second generation disciples] who were scattered went about preaching the word.”

The church, not just the apostles, would continue on with the same mission and message. Remember this is all new for them. 

They didn’t have 2000 years of church history to look back on. God was confirming for them that this was His plan.

The point here is that it is not just the apostles, the Pastors or missionaries are called to go out and share the gospels of Jesus Christ.

You and I, and all believers are called, where ever we go, to preach the message and good news of Jesus Christ.

But because we tend to stay where we are safe and comfortable, God sometimes has to force us out of our comfort zone.




Note also that it was the stoning to death of Stephen and the subsequent persecution that arose after his stoning that the was the impetus, the motivation used by the Holy Spirit to move the church out of their comfort zone and move forward in keeping with God’s mission—to take the gospel message to the end of the world.

But they didn’t go out defeated, despondent or even disgruntled.
No! Acts 8:4 says that “…those who were scattered went about preaching the word.”

They were devoted to the message of Jesus Christ! 

The stoning of Stephen and the subsequent persecution certainly was not on their agenda, it wasn’t their idea plan.

But they were willing to look for ways to share their faith in spite of their circumstances or even persecution. 

You may not have planned to start your day with a trip to the ER. You may not have expected to be sitting next to a tow truck driver as your car is being towed to the shop. You may have never dreamed that you would be standing in a receiving line at a funeral home this afternoon.

But there you are. I can’t tell you why. Why did Stephen get dragged out of the city to be stoned to death? Why did the early church come under such persecution that they had to flee for their lives?

I can’t answer the why questions. But I can answer the what. What does God want you to do in any situation you are in?

Preach the gospel. Preach the gospel! Not to minimize the suffering or sorrow you may be going through but look around you and ask God to give eyes to see who it is He wants to use you, to use this circumstance to reach for Christ.

Out of all those who were dispersed from Jerusalem Luke is going to highlight one example—Philip.

In Acts chapter 6 when the seven were selected to oversee the distribution of the widow’s fund Philip was second only to Stephen.

In verse 5 of Acts 8 were are told that: “Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.”

So now we are moving out into the second part of Acts 1:8; “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria…”

If you think about it like this it might help. Judea is where all the Buckeye fans live. Samaria is to the north…where all the Michigan fans live. 

But that is where Philip, a Greek speaking Jew ends up. And there he preaches Christ, the gospel.

Listen to the response in Acts 8:6-8; “And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was much joy in that city.”

Verse 9 goes on to tell us that in this city where Philip is preaching there is this man named Simon. Simon practice sorcery or as some translations put it magic.

This has nothing to do with the kind of “magic” that is really illusion of sleight of hand. Like making a coin appear out of a child’s ear.

No. Simon was tapping into demonic forces to manipulate and exercises power over nature and even people.

In Acts 8:12 were are told that the people “…believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”

The phrase use here “kingdom of God” was pretty amazing. 
In the context this would mean that these Samaritans would be welcomed into the same Kingdom, the same and equal relationship with God as the Jews who had received Jesus Christ.

Up until now the gospel had remained largely a Jewish message. Jews, granted some Greek speaking Jews, and maybe a few proselytes, those who had accepted and followed the Jewish faith were the ones who had received the gospel.

But this! These are those “Samaritans”!

So big of a deal was this, that when the apostles back in Jerusalem heard about this they, decided to send both Peter and John to check it out.

When Peter and John arrive they realize what has happened. But on further inquiry they also realize that these new believers had not yet received the Holy Spirit.

In verse 15-17 Peter and John pray for them and lay hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.

We have got to hit the pause button again here. Today, when someone repents of their sins, accepts Jesus’ death as the payment for their sins and turns to follow Jesus with their whole heart they are saved.

And at the moment of salvation we are given, baptized, sealed with the Holy Spirit. It is not a second act like we see here with the Samaritans.

So what’s going on? Remember Acts is a transition book. It is recording the expansion and establishment of the church.

In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit falls on the apostles at Pentecost. This outpouring of the Spirit is used by God as a sign that He is behind this.

What’s interesting is we don’t see this outpouring of the Spirit again until we get here in Acts 8. 

It’s not there when Peter preached on Pentecost and 3,000 people accepted Christ. It wasn’t there in Acts 4 when 5,000 men came to faith. 

We do see people who are filled or full of the Spirit in that they are fully under the control of the Spirit.

But it isn’t until we get to this second phase of the expansion, when the gospel message is now going outside of the Jewish community.

God repeats what He did with the apostles in the beginning now with the Samaritans as a sign that He is behind this as well. They too are equal members of the body of Christ because of their faith.

And God waited until Peter and John the two main leaders in the church to arrive to validate this. This way there could be not question, God did this!

Skip down to verse 26. 

After Peter and John return to Jerusalem an angle appears to Philip and tells him to head south to the desert road.

On his way he meets up with the Ethiopian eunuch. A eunuch was a man who had been rendered, shall we say, safe to care for the king’s wives.

He was an important man who apparently accepted the Jewish faith and had travelled to Jerusalem for worship. 

However, because he was a eunuch he would have only been given limited access to the temple and to worship.

On his way home he is reading from Isaiah when Philip comes along and offers to explain what he is reading. In doing so Philip is able to show how this text spoke of Jesus Christ. 

Apparently the eunuch believes in Jesus Christ and then in Acts 8:36 we read as an outwardly sign of his faith: “And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 

He was baptized with water as you and I are as an outwardly witness to our faith. 

(By the way, Easter is coming and I hope we will have some baptisms that morning. If you are interested or want to know more just see me.)

The point is this, once again we see a salvation but there is not mention of this “second” baptism of the Spirit like we saw with the Samaritans.

As with the apostles on the day of Pentecost, it was a unique special event, not the normal.

I want to back up a bit here though. This section started with many of the people in the Samaritan city believing in Jesus Christ and it ends with this Ethiopian eunuch believing in Christ.

But sandwiched in the middle, look back up in verse 12. There we read that “when they [the people of the city] believed the “good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”

But note here in verse 13 where is says that “Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip.”
Both the people of the city and Simon the sorcerer are said to have believed. Does Simon just believe in the facts about Jesus or does He BELIEVE in Jesus? There is a difference!

But do you believe or do you BELIEVE? I want to camp here. This is important.

Look at this Simon “continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.” (8:13)

Simon is amazed for the signs, the wonders. Then Peter and John arrive and they proceed to lay hands on people and they receive the Holy Spirit.

Look on at Acts 8:18-19 “Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

Simon wants the blessings, the miracles, and the power but doesn’t have a clue about the person of Jesus Christ.

He may have believed intellectually some facts about who Jesus was, but his belief was focused on what he thought he could get and not of the giver.

Listen to Peter’s response starting in Acts 8:20: “But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 

21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 

Peter doesn’t say you have lost your part. You can’t lose your salvation. But he makes it clear that Simon has never really had a part.
James writes in James 2:19 “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!

You can believe the facts about Jesus and not be saved. The demons and the devil himself know the facts.

Some people believe only in what they hope to get from Jesus.

I believe he forgives sin. Good, the demons believe that.

I believe he offers eternal live. Again good, the demons believe that too.

Some people believe in Jesus because they want His blessings, they want His power in their lives when things get tough. 

Some only want enough of Jesus to keep out of hell!

Do you believe He is your Lord? Will you follow even if it means persecution, even if it means you don’t get your way, even if it means you can’t live your life the way you want too?

Do you believe that you will spend eternity with Him but you can’t spend just 15 minutes with Him today in prayer and in his word?

Do you believe that He is sovereign Lord over all the universe but not over every area of your life?

Do you believe he wants to bless you but expect him to bless you in areas of your life where you are living in disobedience to His will?

Listen to what Peter tells Simon: 

22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 
When Peter says; “if possible” he is not bring into question whether or not God would forgive someone who truly repented. The question here is whether or not Simon would truly repent.

“Pray to the Lord [Peter says] that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” 

Peter is judging Simon’s heart. He is saying that the outward evidence it clear, you have not had a real heart change. You have not truly believed in Jesus. 

Repent! 

You know it is always easier to witness to a sinner who knows that they are a sinner than to witness to someone who thinks they are a Christian but really aren’t.

I’m not trying to beat anybody up. Look friends one day we will all have to stand before God and there will really be only one question. 

Jesus asked his disciples in Luke 9:20; “who do you say that I am?”

I am not asking about historical facts about a person who lived 2000 years ago.

I am not asking about someone who one day will grant you access into heaven. 

Who is He right now today in your life!? Who is he in the relationships you have, in the way you spend your time and your money?

Who is He in the way you treat your spouse, your kids, or your neighbor?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Who is He in your thought life, your hearts desires?

Who is He?

Do you believe or do you BELIEVE with your heart and are willing to live a life as a living testimony of who Jesus Christ is?
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